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Structured Chao s ?
The current political situation in Australia is a perfect example of structured chaos. Nobody knows
what’s going on. The ship is cruising along but no
one is in control nor is there someone who is
watching for the rocky outcrops ahead. I suppose
that the politicians will just jump ship with whatever spoils they can grab when the proverbial hits
the fan. Democracy never meant ruling by a minority government.
Life’s getting a bit like that too. Job security does
not exist anymore. So grab what you can get and
when it gets too much, abandon ship and move to
another job. CEO’s who fail to perform get $ millions as a parting gift for messing up things.
Planning for the future is lacking, its absence in
the immediate past has led to today’s knee jerk
reactions. The lack of long term planning today
will lead to short term fixes. The guys in control need to get their short term contracts renewed and the politicians want to secure their re-election in the short term. Immediate gratification becomes the rule. We need genuine people who truly believes in creating a better future and are prepared to take the tough decisions. The public will support them.
What’s the solution to all this ? People power is the answer. Alone we are helpless, but collectively we can force changes. Your contribution is one building block in the overall scheme of
things. So please do your bit and hopefully we’ll build a better future. Start with your loved
ones and assist them in securing a better future, not only for themselves but also for their kids,
your grandchildren.
Editorial by Clancy Philippe
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The number of daily visits to our web site is now topping 4500 daily and increasing daily. Please do drop in and visit our updated Recipes from Mauritius
pages at http://ile-maurice.tripod.com
Subscribe to the Mauritius Australia Connection—Rougaille mailing list at
www.cjp.net . Click on the link and register your email address to start receiving the latest news, events and other information about the Mauritian
Community in Australia. Mauritius Australia Connection mailing lists will give
you access to in excess of 3000 subscribers. The lists are of course moderated
to filter out spam and other unsuitable postings. You can also unsubscribe at
any time. Do join us now at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rougaille/join
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Recipes from Mauritius are available at
http://ile-maurice.tripod.com

Recipes by Madeleine Philippe
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Mauritius "Post Office" stamps
The Mauritius "Post Office" stamps were issued by the British Colony Mauritius in September 1847, in
two denominations: an orange-red one penny (1d) and a deep blue two pence (2d). Their name
comes from the wording on the stamps reading "Post Office", which was soon changed in the next
issue to "Post Paid." They are among the rarest postage stamps in the world, and are of legendary
status in the world of philately.
They were engraved by Joseph Osmond Barnard, born in England in 1816, who stowed away on a ship
to Mauritius in 1838.The designs were based on the then current issue of Great Britain stamps (first
released in 1841), bearing the profile head of Queen Victoria and issued in two denominations in
similar colours: one penny red brown and two pence blue. Although these locally-produced stamps
have a distinct primitive character, they made Barnard’s “name immortal in the postal history of
Mauritius”.
Five hundred of each value were printed from a single plate bearing both values and issued on September 21, 1847, many of which were used on invitations sent out by the wife of the Governor of
Mauritius for a ball she was holding that weekend. The stamps were printed using the intaglio
method (recessed printing), and bear the engraver's initials "JB" at the lower right margin of the
bust. The words "Post Office" appear in the left panel, but on the following issue in 1848, these
words were replaced by "Post Paid." A legend arose later that the words "Post Office" had been an
error.
The stamps, as well as the subsequent issues, are highly prized by collectors because of their rarity,
their early dates and their primitive character as local products. Surviving stamps are mainly in the
hands of private collectors but some are on public display in the British Library in London, including
the envelope of an original invitation to the Governor's ball complete with stamp. Another place
where they can be seen is at the Blue Penny Museum in Mauritius. The two stamps also can be seen
at the Museum for Communication in Berlin and in the Postal Museum of Sweden in Stockholm. The
Mauritius "Post Office" stamps were unknown to the philatelic world until 1864 when Mme. Borchard,
the wife of a Bordeaux merchant, found copies of the one and two pence stamps in her husband's
correspondence. She traded them to another collector. Through a series of sales, the stamps ultimately were acquired by the famous collector Ferrary, and were sold at auction in 1921.
Over the years, the stamps became legendary in the philatelic world and sold for increasing and ultimately astronomical prices. Mauritius "Post Office" stamps and covers have been prize items in collections of famous stamp collectors, including Sir Ernest de Silva, Arthur Hind, Alfred F. Lichtenstein,
and Alfred H. Caspary, among other philatelic luminaries. King George V paid £1,450 for an unused
Two Pence "Post Office" at an auction in 1904, which was a world record price at the time. Reportedly one of his secretaries commented that "some damned fool" had paid a huge amount of money
for one postage stamp and His Royal Highness replied "I am that damned fool". The greatest of all
Mauritius collections, that of Hiroyuki Kanai, included unused copies of both the One Penny and Two
Pence "Post Office" stamps, the "Bordeaux" cover with both the one penny and two pence stamps
which has been called "la pièce de résistance de toute la philatélie" or "the greatest item in all philately", and numerous reconstructed sheets of the subsequent issues. Kanai’s collection was sold by
the auctioneer David Feldman in 1993, the Bordeaux cover going for the equivalent of about $4 million.
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Travel Deals for Perth, Melbourne & Sydney

Air Mauritius:
www.airmauritius.com
Melbourne: Level 7,
246 Bourke Street,
Vic 3000
03 9251 5047

Sydney: Level 18,
Suite 1805,
Australia Square Tower,
246 George St., NSW 2000
02 9394 1401

Perth: Level 3,
178 St George Terrace,
Perth, WA 6000
08 9442 6070
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Meet the Committees of Management-Mauritian Clubs

Left to right:
Back Row: Raymond Lagane (Assistant Treasurer), Reine Lajoie (Recreation Officer), Arthur Adolphe (Catering officer),
Alice Carre (Sports officer)
Sitting: Solange Lajoie (Secretary), Yvan Lisis (Vice president), Louis Vissenjoux (President), Anne Marie Wilson (Treasurer)

The Mauritian Silver Edge Club Inc was formed in 1997 with the aim of fostering friendship
amongst Mauritian Senior Citizens residing in the Municipality of Casey and neighbouring districts, and providing support to older, disabled Mauritian people.
Other objectives of the club are to inform its members on all aspects of healthy ageing, social
welfare, Centrelink benefits, taxation, educational and social interactive programs through talks
given by representatives of various organisations and through its quaterly newsletter "Le Petit
Journal".
Members of the mauritian Silver Edge Club Inc meet every Tuesday at the John Pandazopoulos
Hall in Doveton from 11.00 am.
Club activities comprise petanque, bingo, scrabble, dominoes and other social games. Fundraising functions such as dinners, dances, trivia nights, a yearly concert are held in the main hall.
Every year the club organises petanque tournaments, a Games Day, a Christmas Party and an End
of Year Ball. The club also organises a yearly luncheon for homebound elderlies and various outings within Victoria and interstate trips for its members and their friends.
Email:
guysol@optusnet.com.au for more information
All Correspondence to: Mauritian Silver Edge Club Inc, PO Box 245, Doveton 3177, Australia
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The Mauritius Australia Connection web site receives in
excess of 4500 visits daily and provides the Mauritian
Community in Australia with a communication network
that is accessible online 24/7.
Its mailing lists reach in excess of 3000 subscribers. The

Linking the Mauritian Community in Australia www.cjp.net

This newsletter is published in good faith. Please bring
to our attention any inaccuracies and we will take due
note. Write to clancy@cjp.net with your feedback.

message board provides a platform where visitors can network with other visitors not only from Australia, but
worldwide.
The Recipes from Australia section has established itself
as the most popular Mauritian Cuisine web site on the
internet. It consistently achieves top listing on search engines such as Google.

Access our web site at
www.cjp.net

If you did not receive this newsletter directly from us, you
subscribe to it by joining our mailing list at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rougaille/join
Or send us an email at clancy@cjp.net

3ZZZ Mauritian Radio 92.3 FM Saturday 12.00 noon to 2.00 pm
transmitting from Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.
Recorded program also available online weekly through
http://www.3zzzmauritian.com/

For the horse racing enthusiasts, you can get the latemail for Melbourne & Sydney Racing at
http://www.cjp.net/melb.htm

Foods from Mauritius
Visit http://ile-maurice.tripod.com

