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Family Lif e & Love
I was talking to a friend of mine recently and
we spoke about family. He almost cried
when he told me about his inability to watch
his young son play footy during weekends.
His son had just asked: “Dad, can you come
and see me play next Saturday ?” He had to
decline and responded: “I am sorry son, I can
only drop you to the oval as I am working.”
This example is only too common. The reasons not to engage with the children can be
genuine or they can be arise from circumstances. On the other hand, I know of someone close to me who makes it a primary duty
to be with his sons when they are either
training in midweek or playing during the week end.
Now, you tell me of the two families, whose kids are the happiest. I do understand that at
times, economic necessity may need some parents to work during week ends. However, there
is no excuse for parents not to make themselves available and spend quality time with their
kids and for that matter, their loved ones.
This rewarding relationship extends not only to parents but also to grand parents as well. I for
one has enjoyed the many moments that Madeleine (my wife-see photo above) spent communicating and talking to her grandchildren. That was one of the most enriching relationships that
one could ever maintain.
Remember, tomorrow does not belong to us and for some people may never come. Enjoy the
company of your loved ones today whilst you can and tell them how much you love them.
Editorial by Clancy Philippe
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The number of daily visits to our web site is now topping 4500 daily and increasing daily. Please do drop in and visit our updated Recipes from Mauritius
pages at http://ile-maurice.tripod.com
Subscribe to the Mauritius Australia Connection—Rougaille mailing list at
www.cjp.net . Click on the link and register your email address to start receiving the latest news, events and other information about the Mauritian
Community in Australia. Mauritius Australia Connection mailing lists will give
you access to in excess of 3000 subscribers. The lists are of course moderated
to filter out spam and other unsuitable postings. You can also unsubscribe at
any time. Do join us now at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rougaille/join
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Recipes from Mauritius are available at
http://ile-maurice.tripod.com
Recipes by Madeleine Philippe
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Travel Deals

Air Mauritius:
www.airmauritius.com
Melbourne: Level 7,
246 Bourke Street,
Vic 3000
03 9251 5047
Sydney: Level 18,
Suite 1805,
Australia Square Tower,
246 George St.,
NSW 2000
02 9394 1401
Perth: Level 3,
178 St George Terrace,
Perth, WA 6000
08 9442 6070
Please confirm prices
with Air Mauritius or
your travel agent.
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Meet the Committees of Management-Mauritian Clubs
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Country house of the Paruit d’Esmery family
Les Rangeardières, Saint Barthèlemy d’Anjou
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Napoleon Bonaparte

Madeleine Paruit-Philippe

Valentin Paruit d’Esmery — Officer in the “Grande Armée de Napoleon Bonaparte”
Auguste & Henry Paruit d’Esmery — Young soldiers in the “Grande Armée”
In 1797, Valentin Paruit d’Esmery was Chief Administrator of the military hospitals in northern France just before
Napoleon Bonaparte installed himself as First Consul in 1799. In 1803, Valentin left this position to become “Payeur
du Trésor” in Angers (300 km south of Paris), France. In 1811, he was invited by Napoleon to attend the Coronation
of Napoleon I, accompanied by his wife Agathe.
In 1811, he submitted a report on the Administration of the Military Hospitals in France to Napoleon Bonaparte. The
latter was so much impressed with this report that he was reappointed this time as Chief Administrator of the Military Hospitals in France. These military hospitals played a key role in taking care of the casualties of the “Grande
Armée” and the general well being of the soldiers. As such, he was also admitted within the senior ranks of the military officers. On 14 September 1812, he went with Napoleon Bonaparte and 600,000 soldiers to enter Moscow and
force Tsar Alexander 1 to comply with a treaty signed a few years earlier. The Russians had moved out and burnt the
city. They had to retrace their steps back to France in deep snow. Fewer than 100,000 thousand soldiers survived
including Napoleon Bonaparte and Valentin Paruit d’Esmery. They made their way back to Paris in December 1812,
and in early 1813 Napoleon raised a new army.
Meanwhile Valentin returned to his military hospitals administrative offices at Erfurt in Germany that was under the
control of France at the time. His son Auguste who was only sixteen at the time joined him as an office clerk in July
1813. When he left home, he promised to his mother Agathe that he would write regularly to her so that she may
know how well he was faring. These letters kept by the family now constitute a most fascinating record of these
dates in history. During 1813, Auguste accompanied his father wherever he went and that included several battlefields such as the Battle of Leipzig. In his letters, he wrote about his father and himself nearly losing their lives on
several occasions and the isolation of the French forces in bunkered positions.
However, in May 1814 Napoleon was forced to abdicate and was exiled on the island of Elba. Auguste also wrote
about how abandoned and helpless the surviving soldiers were. The French government stopped all payments and
they found themselves destitute. Valentin Paruit d’Esmery accompanied Napoleon Bonaparte in his exile on the island of Elba. They stayed there only for 300 days. On 26 February 1815, Napoleon and his close associates sneaked
past his guards and escaped back to France. Valentin returned to his position as Chief Administrator of Military Hospitals and later accompanied Napoleon in what was to be his last battle at Waterloo. This time, Valentin’s sons
Henry and Auguste also joined some 72,000 French soldiers and their father for the Battle of Waterloo. Some 25,000
French soldiers died with 8,000 taken prisoner. The rest fled back to France with Napoleon who openly wept. As we
all know, the Battle of Waterloo was Napoleon’s last stand and he was then exiled to the island of St Helena.
Valentin resumed life in the public service and his sons Henry and Auguste decided to travel to Mauritius that had
then been passed from Britain to France as part of the Treaty of Paris in 1814. Auguste caught fever just before he
was to travel back to France in July 1821. He died on 6 July 1821 and is buried in the family tomb at Cimetière de
l’Ouest in Port Louis. His brother Henry stayed behind in Port Louis, Mauritius married and started the Paruit d’Esmery dynasty in Mauritius. Valentin Paruit d’Esmery’s services to France were recognised in July 1821, when he was
awarded the Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur by Louis XVIII .
It is reported that when Valentin who was then not in good health and suffered from gastric cancer just like Napoleon, simultaneously learned of the deaths of Napoleon Bonaparte and his son Auguste, that became too much for
him and he died shortly after.
Now you can see the meaning of the photos in this article. The Paruit d’Esmerys had a country mansion in Saint
Barthèlemy d’Anjou, fought in Napoleon Bonaparte Grande Armée and Madeleine Philippe is a direct descendant of
that distinguished family who played their part in world history. As someone said to me, it is no wonder that Madeleine or for that matter all the Paruits have very strong personalities.
by Clancy Philippe
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The Mauritius Australia Connection web site receives in
excess of 4500 visits daily and provides the Mauritian
Community in Australia with a communication network
that is accessible online 24/7.
Its mailing lists reach in excess of 3000 subscribers. The

Linking the Mauritian Community in Australia www.cjp.net

This newsletter is published in good faith. Please bring
to our attention any inaccuracies and we will take due
note. Write to clancy@cjp.net with your feedback.

message board provides a platform where visitors can network with other visitors not only from Australia, but
worldwide.
The Recipes from Australia section has established itself
as the most popular Mauritian Cuisine web site on the
internet. It consistently achieves top listing on search engines such as Google.

Access our web site at
www.cjp.net

If you did not receive this newsletter directly from us, you
subscribe to it by joining our mailing list at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rougaille/join
Or send us an email at clancy@cjp.net

3ZZZ Mauritian Radio 92.3 FM Saturday 12.00 noon to 2.00 pm
transmitting from Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.
Recorded program also available online weekly through
http://www.3zzzmauritian.com/

For the horse racing enthusiasts, you can get the latemail for Melbourne & Sydney Racing at
http://www.cjp.net/melb.htm

Foods from Mauritius
Visit http://ile-maurice.tripod.com

